An Examination of Solitary Deaths in Tokyo Metropolis by Labor Force Status: Characteristics of Unnatural Deaths at Home among Individuals Living Alone.
We reveal the actual situation of solitary death cases of Tokyo wards in 2015, by labor force status and welfare recipients, as social determinants of health. We obtained data on cases of solitary death in the 23 special wards of Tokyo in 2015. We also calculated the incident rate and postmortem interval of solitary death by sex, age, and labor force status. In total, 3,972 solitary deaths (2,785 men, 1,187 women) were identified for analysis. The non-employed rate was 79.3% among men and 89.5% among women. The incidence among non-employed individuals was significantly greater than that among employed individuals for both sexes. Moreover, with the exception of women aged 65 years or older, the postmortem interval among non-employed individuals was significantly longer than that among employed individuals for both sexes. We showed that the incidences of solitary death are significantly higher among non-employed than employed individuals for both sexes, and postmortem intervals among non-employed are significantly longer.